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1936	-	Foundation	
Wickwar	Social	Club	was	founded	on	30th	January	1936.	
Mr	F	C	Powell	was	appointed	as	Honorary	Secretary.	

This	letter	documents	the	Virst	meeting	of	the	sixty	founding	members.It	
requests	a	Vinancial	contribution	from	local	dignitary	Capt	D	W	Gunston.	

Capt	Gunston	contributed	£3-6-0.		
Within	a	week	of	the	Virst	meeting,	loans	totalling	£40	had	been	advanced.	
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from	Wickwar	Social	Club	Diamond	Anniversary	notes	
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Further	loans	were	requested	from	local	breweries,	including		
Stroud	Brewery,	Bristol	Brewery	and	Cheltenham	Brewery.	

The	breweries	were	also	asked	to	quote	for	the	supply	of		
beers,	wines	and	spirits	ahead	of	the	opening	of	the	club.	
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The	breweries	all	declined	the	loan	request,	mentioning	an	agreement	not	to	
advance	money	to	new	clubs.	They	did,	however,	offer	to	supply	the	club.	
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The	club	initially	rented	the	premises	from	
Mr	Douglas	Stinchcomb	of	Hall	House,	Wickwar	
who	purchased	the	former	Beaufort	Arms	from		
Arnold	Perrett	&	Co	Ltd	on	7th	of	February	1936.	
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1936	-	Preparations	
Ahead	of	the	opening	of	the	club,	printing	of	application	forms,	

membership	cards	and	rule	books	was	arranged.	
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A	billiards	table	and	a	darts	board	were	purchased.	
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HM	Customs	&	Excise	were	informed	about	the	opening	and	
responded	with	details	of	the	required	registration	procedure.	
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Insurance	cover	was	arranged	with	Prudential.	
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Local	breweries	and	other	suppliers	were	asked	to	quote	to	supply	the	club.	
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Orders	were	placed	ready	for	the	opening.	
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Final	arrangements	were	made.	
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1936	-	Opening	
Wickwar	Social	Club	opened	on	9th	March	1936.		

The	Vist	Club	Stewardess	was	Mrs	Lizzie	Raggatt	who	had	previously	been	
Landlady	of	the	Beaufort	Arms	in	the	same	premises.	
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from	Wickwar	Social	Club	
Diamond	Anniversary	notes	
by	Mr	M	A	Pollard



1936	-	First	Year		
An	early	source	of	additional	income	was	the	rental	of	a	room	at	the	club	to	

the	Stroud	Holloway	BeneVit	Society	for	£2	per	year.	
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A	local	accountant	was	appointed.	
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The	club’s	Virst	Honorary	Secretary,	Mr	F	C	Powell,	was	tragically	killed	in	a	
motor	cycle	accident	in	June	1936,	just	a	few	months	after	the	opening.	

His	brother	A	E	(Eddie)	Powell	took	on	the	role.	
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The	rental	agreement	was	formalised	and	water	rates	were	set.	
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An	early	disciplinary	issue	led	to	a	resignation	of	membership.	
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At	the	end	of	the	Virst	year,	the	accountants	were	generally	happy.	

	of	21 59



1937	-	Purchase	Offer	
A	year	after	opening,	the	owner	sought	to	sell	the	club	premises.	
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After	several	months,	the	building	was	offered	to	the	club	for	£325.	
The	club	was	not	in	a	position	to	purchase.	
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Instead,	Montague	&	Harris	became	mortgagees	of	the	property.	
Subsequent	rental	payments	were	made	to	them.	
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1937	-	Early	Problems	
A	gentle	reminder	was	sent	to	twenty	members	whose	subscription	had	

not	been	renewed	after	the	Virst	year.	
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The	mortgagees	funded	roof	repairs	on	one	occasion	but	subsequently	
declined	to	fund	further	works.	
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A	request	to	the	brewery	for	preferential	terms	was	politely	declined.	
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Christmas	gratuities	were	offered	though.	
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1938	-	Loans	Refunded	
By	1938	the	club	was	able	to	refund	the	initial	loans	from	its	members.	
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Memberships	and	income	declined	though.	
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1939	-	War	Breaks	Out	
The	start	of	the	war	led	to	immediate	supply	shortages.	
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Prices	rose	following	an	emergency	budget	to	Vinance	the	war.	
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Servicemen	were	made	honorary	members	of	the	club	for	the	duration.	
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1941	-	Wartime	Shortages	
As	the	war	continued,	breweries	restricted	supplies	

and	alternatives	were	limited.	
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1946	-	Premises	Purchase	
Following	the	end	of	the	war,	the	club	decided	to	purchase	the	premises.	
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A	sum	of	£900	was	paid,	partly	funded	by	a	£600	mortgage.	
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1953	-	Mortgage	Repayment	
The	mortgage	was	repaid	after	six	years	and	the	deeds	passed	to	the	club.	
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1964	-	Cellar	Installation	

1968	-	Major	Alterations	

1969	-	Ladies	Admitted	

1975	-	Extension	Constructed	
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1976	-	First	Tote	Draw	

1981	-	Major	Layout	Changes	

1983	-	First	Bingo	

extracts	from	Wickwar	Social	Club	Diamond	Anniversary	notes	by	Mr	M	A	Pollard	
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1987	-	Gas	Explosion		
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The	club	was	used	as	a	disaster	relief	centre.	
Around	forty	villagers	were	accommodated	until	the	following	day.	

Tea	and	coffee	was	provided.	
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1987	-	Retirement	of	S	Middleton	
Sam	Middleton	served	as	Honorary	Secretary	from	1973	to	1987.	

The	photo	shows	the	1986	-	1987	Committee.	

K	Moody								J	Lovell								J	Clifford								A	Clifford								D	Thompson								R	Talboys	
M	Pollard								E	Powell								S	Middleton								L	Lewis								M	Robinson	

																				Chairman											Treasurer														Secretary	
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1991	-	Female	Associate	Members	

1992	-	Children	Admitted	
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1993	-	Retirement	of	A	E	Powell	
Eddie	Powell	served	as	Honorary	Secretary	from	1936	to	1940	and	from	
1956	to	1959.	He	then	served	as	Honorary	Treasurer	from	1962	to	1993.	

	 from	notes	compiled	by	Mrs	Janet	Gingell	in	1993	
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1996	-	Diamond	Anniversary	
Notes	were	compiled	by	Mr	M	A	Pollard	to	mark	the	occasion.	

These	have	been	referenced	throughout	this	document.	

The	full	notes	are	available	online	at	wickwar.social/history60.pdf	
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https://wickwar.social/history60.pdf


2000	-	Female	Full	Members	

2005	-	Decoration	

2019	-	Lunchtime	Closure	

from	notes	made	by	Club	Secretary	Mrs	H	Wintle	
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In 2000 an EGM (extraordinary general meeting) was called, and ladies were given 
the same rights as men and could vote and apply to be committee members. 
Ms Jessica May was the first lady to be voted on to the committee.  
During this year, the club was also decorated and modern furniture was bought.

On November 29th 2019 the club closed on all weekday lunchtimes. It had stopped 
opening on Monday and Tuesday lunchtimes in 2014. It was the last club in the area 
to still be open at lunchtimes but with drinking habits changing and older members 
that had used the Club daily no longer with us there was no longer a need for it.

In 2005 the club had a makeover. It remained open during this time. The 
conservatory was opened up and the snooker table was replaced by a pool table 
which was situated in the conservatory. No other structural alterations were made.



2020	-	Covid	Pandemic	
The	committee	decided	to	close	the	club	on	Tuesday	17th	March.	

A	notice	was	placed	on	the	front	door	and	on	social	media.	
Three	days	later	the	government	ordered	all	public	venues	to	close.	
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From: Tim Pooley (Chairman)
Subject: Club Opening
Date: 17 March 2020 at 14:30:18 GMT
To: (Committee)

Dear All
Thank you to all who have replied regarding the shutting of the Club. There is now a majority in 
favour that we do close with immediate effect. No one who has replied is against us closing.
I will ring Sue now to advise her and will post on social media. We will also get some notices for 
the external doors to advise Members.
This is not a decision we have taken lightly but unfortunately with the current crisis it is one that 
has had to be made with the well being of our staff and Members our primary concern.
I am sure we will be challenged by some of our Membership who will not agree with our decision 
but hope that the vast majority will understand and support us. I hope that you all are comfortable 
in explaining if asked, why we have collectively made this decision.
Moving forward - I shall meet with Sue later today and hopefully with Honie and Tony to talk 
through the practicalities of closing the Club, cleaning areas, cellar management, security etc.  
Thank you all again in your support with this very difficult situation.
Regards, Tim

WICKWAR SOCIAL CLUB - NOTICE OF CLOSURE
It is with regret that the Club Committee this afternoon has taken the 
decision to close Wickwar Social Club with immediate effect due to the 
current Coronavirus outbreak.
The health and safety of our staff and Members has, and remains of 
paramount importance. The Committee have been placed in the position 
whereby this cannot be guaranteed under the current health crisis.
The situation will be constantly reviewed and we can assure our 
Members that we will re-open as soon as it is safe for us all to do so.
The Committee would like to thank all the Members for their 
understanding during this current situation.



The	government	set	up	a	furlough	scheme	paying	80%	of	staff	wages.	
The	committee	decided	to	top	this	up	to	100%.	

£10,000	emergency	funding	was	secured	from	South	Gloucestershire	Council.			
A	small	food	bank	was	set	up	to	help	those	unable	to	get	to	the	shops.	
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From: Tim Pooley (Chairman)
Subject: Wickwar Social Club
Date: 17 April 2020 at 08:04:46 BST
To: (Committee)

Good morning everyone.
I hope that you are all well and coping physically and mentally with the on going lockdown.
Some good news from Tony our Treasurer - as you will all be aware businesses were able to 
apply for a £10k grant from South Glos Council. I pleased to tell you that we have received the 
money this week from the council. My thanks to Tony for seeing through our application and 
getting this money into our bank account in relatively short space of time.
Not much else I am afraid to report especially on any possible re-opening dates. The current 
extended 3 week lockdown will take us virtually up to the VE day bank holiday and it is fairly 
certain now we will not be open for that date. It is only a small gesture but we are planning to put 
out some bunting on the Club front for that Friday.
If you do have any spare groceries and can also remind friends then please drop them into the 
box at the front of the Club. Again it is only a small gesture but Sue - and the Club - are getting 
some positive feedback from the boxes she is making up to give out to locals.
Please continue to look after all of yourselves and your families, Tim

From: Tim Pooley (Chairman)
Subject: Social Club Wages
Date: 28 March 2020 at 10:27:15 GMT
To: (Committee)

Dear All 
Many thanks for all your replies yesterday. There was an overwhelming majority who were in 
favour that we make the staff wages up to 100% during the furloughed period.
We will speak to the accountants and put this in place. As well as this we are also in the process 
of applying for the £10k small business grant and will hear hopefully in the first part of April as to 
whether this application has been successful.
Stay safe, Tim



2021	-	Major	Refurbishment		
There	were	several	subsequent	lockdowns	as	the	pandemic	persisted.	

A	major	refurbishment	of	the	club	was	carried	out	during	this	uncertain	time,	
funded	entirely	from	reserves	to	avoid	any	need	for	borrowing.	

Costs	were	minimised	by	up-cycling	existing	furniture	and	Vittings.	

from	notes	made	by	Club	Secretary	Mrs	H	Wintle	
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Restrictions were relaxed and the club reopened on 4th July under strict 
guidelines set out by the government. This included table service only with a 
screen placed at the bar.

In September further restrictions were put into place 
meaning the club had to close at 10pm each evening. This 
was imposed on Thursday 24th September and a maximum 
of six people could sit in one group and table service was 
still to be in force.

The table service was conducted by committee members 
and paid staff. Face masks had to be worn by staff and 
anyone moving around the club, ie going to the toilet or 
leaving the club. Masks could be removed when you were 
sat down with your group.

It remained open until Wednesday November 4th. The 
government then issued another national shut down. Bingo 
was now running on a Wednesday evening. Last orders were 
called at 9.30pm and all customers had to be off the 
premises at 10pm.

During this time committee meetings continued to happen but were held via video 
link when necessary. They discussed the planned refit which had been proposed at 
the February AGM in 2020, and it was agreed to scale down proposals. A local 
builder was employed to commence work in January 2021 to do structural work. 
Painting and much of the works were carried out by the Chairman Tim Pooley and 
his wife Julie who assisted with colours, decor and restoring the current tables 
and chairs. The bench seating was removed and the fireplaces in the lounge and 
bar were opened up.

The club reopened its doors to its members slightly later than when the national 
lockdown was lifted to allow works to be completed in March 2021.




2022	-	Restrictions	Lifted	
Trade	recovered	steadily	once	Covid	restrictions	were	lifted.	
Regular	and	seasonal	events	proved	popular	with	members.	

Within	just	three	years	the	club's	Vinancial	reserves	were	restored	to	
pre-pandemic	and	pre-refurbishment	levels.	Further	investments	were	made	
in	Vire	protection,	Vire	alarm,	security	alarm,	CCTV	and	audio	equipment.	
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2025	-	Thousand	Members	
These	graphics	were	presented	at	the	2026	Annual	General	Meeting		

showing	information	from	the	previous	year.	

The	club	continued	to	attract	new	members	from	Wickwar	and	beyond.	
At	the	end	of	2025	there	were	just	over	1000	current	members.	
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2026	-	90th	Anniversary	
A	series	of	events	were	planned	for	the	weekend	of	29th	to	31st	May	2026.	

	

As	a	permanent	commemoration,	a	Bristol	Blue	Glass	plate	was	
commissioned,	a	plum	tree	was	planted	and	this	document	was	compiled.	
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Life	Members	
Club	members	for	35	years	or	more.	

May	2026		
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J	HOPKINS	(HM)	
P	BLEAKEN	
T	BRITTON	
P	HODKINSON	
S	PEARCE	
J	AYRES	POOLEY	(HM)	
J	PARKINS	
D	GREAVES	
S	GOLDING	
F	VETTORI	
H	WINTLE	(HM)	
J	WINTLE	
R	E	RANICAR	
V	J	O'SULLIVAN	(HM)	
S	J	BABER	(HM)	
I	J	ALDOUS	(HM)	
R	J	WEBB	

J	ADDLE	
B	BAYLIS	
R	BRINE	
P	CARTER	
N	CLARKE	
P	HATHWAY	
R	MARKLOVE	
J	MATTHEWS	
T	VETTORI	
J	WINDLE	
A	J	G	SPRATLING	
D	FIFIELD	
I	GREAVES	
S	NEWMAN	
D	WINDLE		
C	ANSTEY	
G	PERRETT	
F	ANDOH	
K	PAYNE	
T	SKUSE	
S	EDMUNDS	
A	PERRETT	
D	STOKES	
W	GINGELL	
B	PULHAM

H	BLAKEN	
V	BATEMAN	
E	C	CREW	
R	F	J	CLARKE	
D	FITZGIBBON	
A	GIFFORD	
G	W	MARSDEN	
C	E	MARKLOVE	
S	MIDDLETON	
J	NEWMAN	
R	NELMES	
E	PADFIELD	
M	A	POLLARD	
C	E	PERRETT	
D	V	POLLARD	
A	E	POWELL	
S	A	THOMPSON	
M	PACKER	
R	TALBOYS	
R	MILLARD	
K	ROBINSON	
S	BAILEY

W	PEARCE	
L	W	M	PERRETT	
B	ROSE	
N	SKUSE	
L	STINCHCOMBE	
F	STINCHCOMBE	
D	A	G	THOMPSON	
W	J	TALBOYS		
G	PERRETT		
P	VAISEY	
N	A	WEBB	
L	G	WEBB	
D	WATT	
S	J	E	WEBB	
W	D	PHILLIPS	
E	S	BAKER	
L	MOODY	
D	GULWELL	
J	CLIFFORD	
F	NEWMAN	
E	BLACKER



Stewards	and	Of`icers	

Club	Stewards	
Lizzie	 Raggatt	 1936	-	1949	
Daisy	 Crew	 1949	-	1961	
Ethel	 Fitzgibbon	 1961	-	1975	
Janet	 Jarvis	 1975	-	1976	
Stella	 Billington	 1976	-	1977	
Jill	 Hopkins	 1977	-	2009	
Steve	 Golding	 2009	-	2012	
Jon	 Webb	 2012	-	2014	
Debbie	 Hudson	 2014	
Owen	 Stapleford	 2014	
Chrissie	 Edwards	 2014	-	2019	
Sue	 Lewis	 2019	-	

Presidents	
R	E	 Lees	
H	S	 Branch	
G	W	 Marsden	 1959	-	1978	
A	E	 Powell	 1978	-	1981	
P	C	 Vaisey	 1981	-	1982	
D	 Watts	 1981	-	1982	
A	 Gifford	 1982	-	1986	
S	 Middleton	 1986	-	1987	
A	E	 Powell	 1987	-	1993	
M	A	 Pollard	 1993	-	2015	
A	J	G	 Spratling	 2022	-		

Honorary	Secretaries	
F	C	 Powell	 1936	
A	E	 Powell	 1936	-	1940	
L	G	 Townsend	 1940	-	1956	
A	E	 Powell	 1956	-	1959	
E	S	 Baker	 1959	-	1967	
D	J	P	 Vale	 1967	-	1969	
E	S	 Baker	 1969	-	1973	
S	 Middleton	 1973	-	1987	
J	 Clifford	 1987	-	1998	
D	 Thompson	 1998	
P	 Mahoney	 1998	-	2002	
H	 Wintle	 2003	-	2021	
J	E	 Woodcraft	 2022	-	

Honorary	Treasurers	
C	C	 Robinson	
F	T	 Goodman	
D	C	 Crew	 1949	-	1962	
A	E	 Powell	 1962	-	1993	
A	J	G	 Spratling	 1993	-	2022	
N	J	 Day	 2022	-	2025	
S	J	 Baber	 2025	-	
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Chairmen	

H	 Honeyborne	 1936	-	
M	W	 Perrett	
F	T	 Goodman	
H	G	 Watts	
B	 Rose	 1939	-	
H	S	 Branch	 1956	-	1957	
A	W	J	 Vowden	 1957	-	1958	
G	H	 Pullin	 1958	-	1970	
A	N	 Webb	 1970	-	1973	
R	 Talboys	 1973	-	1976	
M	A	 Pollard	 1976	-	1993	
P	 Hathway	 1993	-	2001	
A	 Mears	 2001	-	2004	
S	 Taylor	 2004	-	2008	
J	J	 Fletcher	 2008	-	2012	
I	J	 Aldous	 2012	-	2014	
T	D	 Pooley	 2014	-	2021	
J	J	 Fletcher	 2021	-	2022	
K	 Edmonds	 2022	-	

Vice	Chairmen	
H	V	 Robinson	 1956	-	1957	
G	H	 Pullin	 1957	-	1958	
A	N	 Webb	 1958	-	1970	
A	L	 White	 1970	-	1972	
M	A	 Pollard	 1972	-	1973	
M	 Robinson	 1973	-	1976	
D	 Fitzgibbon	 1976	-	1977	
B	 Brine	 1977	-	1981	
A	 Gifford	 1981	-	1983	
I	 Greaves	 1983	-	1988	
A	J	G	 Spratling	 1988	-	1990	
P	 Hathway	 1990	-	1993	
D	 Bennett	 1995	-	1996	
P	 Mahoney	 1996	-	1998	
A	 Mears	 1998	-	2001	
R	 Rich	 2001	-	2004	
J	 Wintle	 2004	-	2005	
J	J	 Fletcher	 2005	-	2007	
N	J	 Day	 2008	-	2010	
I	J	 Aldous	 2010	-	2012	
T	D	 Pooley	 2012	-	2014	
A	J	 Stephens	 2014	-	2022	
R	 Gillingham	 2022	-	
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Membership	Fees	

Since	2009	the	annual	membership	fees	have	been	
Adult	£7.50	
Student	£2.50	
Senior	£1.00	
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Bar	Prices	
In	1936	the	typical	price	of	a	pint	of	beer	was	5d	(about	2.5p).	

By	1957	this	had	risen	to	1/1d	(about	5.5p).	

2026	prices	were	somewhat	higher,	but	remained	low	by	national	standards.	
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Floor	Plan	and	Elevations	
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This	history	was	compiled	by	Ken	Edmonds	in	early	2026	from	records	kept	safely	

for	many	years	by	Honie	Wintle,	former	Honorary	Secretary	of	the	club.		
Notes	compiled	for	the	1996	Diamond	Anniversary	by	Merv	Pollard,	

former	Honorary	President	of	the	club,	were	used	extensively.	
Additional	notes	were	provided	by	Honie	Wintle	and	Janet	Gingell.	
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